


Announcement

DSP Notetaker Needed

« $25 per unit (of the class) --- this will be prorated
based on the number of weeks for which the
notetakers are hired

e Questions? Please contact Wanda Thomas:
Phone: 893-2668; Email: thomas-w@sa.ucsb.edu

* Please apply online at:
http://dsp.sa.ucsb.edu/services





















Problems with the concept of

\ ‘exact’
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The issue of ‘Exactnhess’ and
Interpretations

* What is the account of person n.1?
 How about person n.27
 And n.37?

« So what is the ‘exact’ account of the
historian?

 The TRUTH OF HISTORY is in the

INTERPRETATION of the facts, not IN
the NAKED facts



Important assumptions
regarding the study of history:

 The HUMAN element: complexity (the
historian is like an ogre who smells
human flesh)

 The issue of ‘exact’ and the realm of
Interpretation

 NO RELATIVISM: Marc Bloch and
Heisenberg












What is the ‘origin’ or ‘cause’ of Santa
Claus, or how do we EXPLAIN the Santa-
Claus phenomenon?

 Historical focus: when?

* Historical focus: what are we interested in this
problem for?

» Historical focus: complexity

* Historical focus: examination of the evidence
and construction of an interpretation

* Multi-Causality of History

« Multi-Causality and the multiplicity of
historical time



Origins of the universe: what
are we doing?

« Understanding how the issue of ‘origins of
the universe’ became problematized BY
MEN, IN TIME

 Historians do not deal with the ‘Origins of the
universe’ as : where does the universe
begin? This is a question for your conscience
and/or your telescopes and computers

« Historians deal with the “Origins of the
universe’ by dealing with its ‘causes’:
causes of the question of the
conceptualization of the origins of the
universe, historical focus, complexity









